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Who are we?

Public Association “Women’s Law
Center” (hereinafter — WLC) is a
non-governmental organization, es-
tablished in 2009.

The purpose of WLC is to ensure
women’s rights from gender per-
spective, both in the process of
elaboration and implementation of
the law.

WLC carries out activities aimed at
preventing and combating domes-
tic violence, provides direct legal
and psychological assistance to the
victims of domestic violence. WLC
advocates for equal opportunities
among men and women in public
and private life, is a credible partner
of the government and civil society
and participates in elaboration of
public policies.

WLC ensures Secretariat of the Na-
tional Coalition ,Life without Domes-
tic Violence (hereinafter National Co-
alition). National Coalition comprises
18 non-governmental organizations
and public institutions active in pre-
venting and combating domestic vi-
olence and violence against women.

CONTACT INFO:

WOMEN LAW CENTER
Sfatul Tarii 27 street, office 4
MD 2012, Chisinau,
Republic of Moldova
Tel/fax: (+373) 22 237 306
Mobile: (+373) 68 855 050

ASSISTANCE
OF THE WLC IN DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE CASES
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Preventing and combating domestic violence -
a priority for the Ministry of Interiors

The discussion of 29 June 2016
between WLC representatives
and the Minister of Interiors,
Alexander Jizdan, concluded with
extension of the partnership
between the WLC and the
General Police Inspectorate and
organization of more training

for police on preventing and
combating domestic violence.

“Unfortunately our citizens,
mostly women and children, dai-
ly suffer because of this negative
phenomenon, which starts first of
all from the way of thinking and
perceiving life. Preventing and
combating domestic violence re-
mains a priority field for us. This
social scourge must be stopped’,
said Minister of Interiors during
the meeting.

Head of the Center, Angelina
Zaporojan-Pirgari, reiterated read-
iness to continue supporting the
efforts of the Ministry, especially

after adoption of the draft law that
establishes additional responsibil-
ities for police in preventing and
combating domestic violence. She
mentioned that during this coop-
eration between the Ministry of In-
teriors, Police Inspectorates from
Botanica, Buiucani and Centre of
the Police Department from mun.
Chisindau and WLC, more than
1500 police officers were trained
during 2014 - 2016 and the num-

ber of victims referred by police in-
creased three times compared with
previous periods.

The last trainings “Best practices
of police response to cases of do-
mestic violence” took place in May
2016, where 72 district police offi-
cers and criminal investigators im-
proved their skills in effective and
prompt investigation of cases of do-
mestic violence and referral of vic-
tims to the relevant organizations.

NEWS BRIEF
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On 25 May 2016, the European
Network of non-governmental
organizations in preventing and
combating violence against wo-
men in Europe launched the in-
ternational campaign “WAVE
Step Up!” that will last for two
years in 46 countries. During this

Campaign, a number of non-go-
vernmental organizations from
the country will organize a series
of activities to raise awareness of
the authorities about the need to
ensure access of victims to specia-
lized services, particularly victims
of sexual violence.
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On 20 May 2016, the working
group responsible for elaboration
of the National Strategy and ini-
tiating the process of signing the
Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combating violen-
ce against women agreed at the

first working meeting to initiate
public consultations together with
international organizations and
civil society and also agreed upon
the necessary technical assistance.
The group includes: the Ministry
of Labour, Social Protection and
Family, WLC and representatives
of development partners (UNEF-
PA, the Swedish Embassy in the
Republic of Moldova, OSCE Mis-
sion to Moldova and UN Women
Representation in Moldova). Na-
tional Coalition members will
participate as experts in the pro-
cess of elaborating and promoting
the strategy.
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More effective protection measures for victims of
domestic violence and tougher penalties for offenders

On 28 July 2016, Parliament
unanimously voted a draft law
on amending and supplementing
certain legislative acts in
preventing and combating
domestic violence. The draft law
was elaborated three years ago
by the Ministry of Labour, Social
Protection and Family, WLC and
other members of the National
Coalition “Life without Domestic
Violence” and was promoted both
by the National Coalition and by
the Gender Equality Platform.

Mrs.  Zaporojan-Pirgari, — why
amendment to the Law on preventing
and combating violence was neces-
sary?

Womens Law Center has identi-
fied the need to amend legislation
back in 2012, when the Report on
Monitoring Implementation of the
Legislation of the Republic of Moldo-
va in the field of Domestic Violence
was launched in partnership with
American colleagues, Advocates for
Human Rights. The Report identified
several gaps, such as: inefficiency of
the mechanism of urgent application
of protection orders and their exe-
cution; administrative sanctioning
of cases where protection orders are
violated; lack of obligation of local
public administration to finance cen-
ters of assistance and protection for
victims of domestic violence. At the
same time, based on the Report on
Compatibility of Moldovan Legisla-
tion with the European Convention
on Preventing and Combating Vio-
lence against Women and Domes-
tic Violence (Istanbul Convention),
elaborated by the WLC in 2013, a
number of recommendations for ad-
justing legislative framework were
formulated, the fact that will allow
ratification of the Convention by the
Republic of Moldova in the shortest

period of time.

At the same time, Recommenda-
tions of the UN Committee for Wom-
en’s Rights in 2013 and the National
Action Plan for implementation of
the Association Agreement Moldova
- European Union in 2014-2016 have
also focused on the need to adjust
national legislative framework in or-
der to strengthen the mechanism of
state’s response to cases of domestic
violence, especially for prevention,
protection, investigation, trial, pun-
ishment of perpetrators and protec-
tion and assistance of victims.

What was the involvement of the
civil society in the process of elabora-
tion and promotion of the draft law
and why active participation of civil
society in this process was so import-
ant?

Involvement of Women’s Law
Center, as well as of other key orga-
nizations, members of the National
Coalition “Life without Violence”,
and the International Centre La
Strada, Promolex, Gender Centre,
Association against Violence “Casa
Marioarei”, etc. ensured, on the one
hand, access to expert opinion and
practical experience of lawyers and

professionals working on cases of
domestic violence, and, on the other
hand, a constant pressure to fulfill-
ing its commitments. I must men-
tion that the process of promoting
the draft law was cumbersome and
lengthy, the first draft on amend-
ing the legislation was submitted at
the end of 2013 and at the begin-
ning of 2016 the draft law was still
in the process of being finalized. At
the same time, support of the Gen-
der Equality Platform in the period
March to August 2016 was crucial in
promoting adoption of the draft law,
therefore, during this period, a num-
ber of events were organized to pro-
mote the draft law: meetings with the
leadership of MLSPF and meeting
with the Prime Minister, Pavel Filip.
As members of the National Coali-
tion, I have also actively participat-
ed in the Political Forum “Women
Can Do It” (organized with the sup-
port of UN Women) in March 2016,
when we managed to have an open
and direct dialogue with representa-
tives of all parliamentary parties who
have committed to support the draft
law. We have also actively participat-
ed in all meetings of parliamentary
committees, in debates held during
Parliament’s session in the first and
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second reading.

In conclusion, on 28 July 2016,
Parliament unanimously voted the
draft law that was developed and
promoted by the civil society. I be-
lieve that finally, even if it lasted
about three years, this is a success
story that shows the success of civ-
il society to consolidate in order to
promote reforms in preventing and
combating domestic violence. This
way, I would like to thank all those
who were actively involved, first of all
WLC, colleagues from the Coalition,
colleagues from the Gender Equali-
ty Platform, but also partners who

have supported the whole process,
Directorate on Equal Opportunities
and Prevention of Violence in the
MLSPE, Public Security Department
in the General Police Inspectorate
(GPI) of the Ministry of Interiors,
Criminal Investigation Department
of the Ministry of Interiors, OAK
Foundation, the Swedish Embassy,
US Embassy, UN Women, UNFP.

What will follow after promulga-
tion of the draft law? What should be
the actions of the state and civil soci-
ety to ensure effective implementation
of the law?

Women’s Law Center will moni-

»~Fundraising”- new challenges

American organization Lawyers
for Human Rights, with the sup-
port of Open Society Foundation
and Bulgarian Gender Research
Foundation organized training in
June 2016 in Sofia, Bulgaria for or-
ganizations working in the field of
preventing and combating domes-
tic violence on the most effective
methods and strategies of fund-
raising campaigns. Women’s Law
Center was represented by Eleono-
ra Grosu and Nicoleta Muntean.

What does “fundraising” mean and
what are the benefits for an organiza-
tion that initiates fundraising?

Eleonora Grosu:

Fundraising is both a known and
unknown field for non-governmen-
tal organizations. On the one hand,
we, as representatives of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, are already
familiar with fundraising by partici-
pating in various projects where ap-
plications are submitted for receiv-
ing funds. On the other hand, we are
scared of fundraising, because it is
based on the principle of “Knock and
it shall be opened, ask and you shall
receive”. However, it is difficult for
us to accept this principle, because
many of us feel somewhat embar-

rassed to ask for money, because this
is associated in our society, as we all
know, with begging.

However, trainers have repeat-
edly insisted during training that
“Nobody gives you anything unless
you ask for”. Representatives of oth-
er organizations from the Central
Europe, participants in the training,
who implemented small fundrais-
ing campaigns, reiterated that this
way of thinking, which exists also
in their societies, began to slowly
change and each fundraising cam-
paign gathers increasingly more
supporters. “Persons who have pro-
vided financial contributions actu-
ally feel good when their assistance,
regardless of value, contributes to
the desired change and our role is to
motivate people towards good deeds
and give them the opportunity to
contribute either with their time or
money. Receiving resources is an
honourable task and it represents an
opportunity to inform the society
about the problems we are trying to
solve and to make them participate.

How do we begin fundraising?

Nicoleta Muntean:
Fundraising is not necessarily
a quick solution. For this reason,

tor implementation of the new pro-
visions. At the same time we will
assist colleagues from police, social
assistance, judicial system, doctors
to train them on the new interven-
tion mechanisms and will strengthen
their prompt and efficient response
to each case of domestic violence.
Also, the authorities concerned will
have to revise their departmental
normative acts in order to adjust
them to the new provisions. On the
one hand, we will be checking the
compliance with the new provisions
and, on the other hand, we will con-
tinue lobbying for the soonest ratifi-
cation of the Istanbul Convention.

ideally, organizations should have
some strategies and work plans and
fundraising should derive from the
strategy and should be focused on a
particular purpose.

The starting point should be to
understand what funds we need and
what funds we are lacking, i.e. de-
termining financial needs. A good
working plan for fundraising also
involves strategic thinking at the lev-
el of costs and initially we must ask
ourselves if our efforts are greater
than what we can achieve, is such a
fundraising worthy or not?

A detailed plan should follow
where we should define the purpose,
the list of donors, persons, organ-
izations who believe in our organi-
zation and are ready to support us,
the way of operating, approaches
of these organizations/persons, in-
formational platforms that we will
use, fundraising strategies and tech-
niques.

Usually, a successful plan for
“fundraising campaign requires new,
interesting and innovative ideas,
and fundraising is a natural, neces-
sary, permanent and creative activity
where all members of the organiza-
tion can participate.
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Every sixth woman in Moldova has been subject to a
form of domestic violence in her lifetime

On 29 July 2016, the United Na-
tions, in partnership with the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics, present-
ed statistical profiles of 10 groups
of girls and women in the Republic
of Moldova.

Profile concluded that in Mol-
dova violence affects in particular

women, due to the persistence of
stereotypes and convictions con-
cerning patriarchal traditional
gender roles in the family and
society.

The study can be accessed at the
following link: http://www.statis-
tica.md

Analytical note of the group of women affected by violence reveals

that approximately:

e 60% of women have experienced psychological violence in

their lifetime,

o 55% — forms of psychological violence oriented to social isolation,
e €very tenth woman suffered from economic violence at least once,

o 40% of women have experienced physical violence at least once,

e 19% of them - sexual violence.

o 12,3% of women have experienced various cumulative forms of violence in their lifetime: psycholog-
ical, physical, and sexual violence from their husband or partner.

A map of support services for women survivors of violence

from 46 countries in Europe was published

The European Network of
non-governmental organizations
”Women AgainstViolence Europe”
(WAVE) published the “Report on
the role of specialists of support
services from Europe available for
victims of violence”, 2015.

The Report includes a map of
support services available for wom-
en survivors of violence from 46
countries in Europe, including in-

This newsletter is published with the

financial support of OAK Foundation

formation on helplines for women,
on shelters and intervention cen-
ters and establishes the route for
victims to access specialized sup-
port services. For the first time, the
report presents examples of good
working practices and training in
preventing domestic violence and
violence against women carried
out by specialized NGOs. Addi-
tionally, information is provided

on governments’ policies and their
funding of the strategic nation-
al plans related to preventing and
combating gender-based violence.

The report can be accessed at the
following link:

http://fileserver.wave-network.
org/researchreports/ WAVE_Re-
port_2015.pdf

PARTNERS




