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meSSageS Through arT – Five PainTingS oF SurvivorS DiSPlayeD aT The ParliamenT

Twenty women survivors of domestic vio-
lence had the opportunity to experience the 
benefits of art therapy. In November, they 
participated in a series of workshops, culmi-
nating in five symbolic artworks that reflect 
their life stories and their journey from suf-
fering to freedom and the recovery of confi-
dence in a secure future. 

The paintings were exhibited on December 
10 during an event inside the Parliament of the 
Republic of Moldova, attended by officials 
and representatives of local authorities, as 
well as by the beneficiaries of the workshops. 

The five paintings have suggestive names 
– ‘It is all in your hands’, ‘The bird of free-
dom’, ‘In your arms I feel protected’, ‘Stop 
violence’ and ‘Free’. They convey the power 
to make decisions, the freedom to embrace 
changes and one’s confidence in one’s 
strength.

The event – ‘Messages Through Art’ was 
held in the context of Moldova having rati-
fied the Istanbul Convention and of the in-
ternational campaign ‘16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence’. The initia-

tive was implemented by the Women’s Law 
Center in collaboration with UN Women 
Moldova and the Parliament of the Repub-
lic of Moldova, with the financial support of 
Sweden.
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DiFFerenT moDelS. DiFFerenT SPeecheS.

Gender stereotypes, gender equality 
and domestic violence are some of the top-
ics that the eight special guests at ‘Different 
Models. Different speeches’ dived into. Their 
stories were told at the awareness-raising 
event under that same title, organised by the 
Women’s Law Center in partnership with the 
Institute for Social and Family Initiatives, with 
the financial support of Sweden. 

The speeches of the eight participants ex-
plored gender equality, the role and power of 
the community, family harmony, the role of 
the church in preventing domestic violence, 
as well as parental education and parent-
child relationship. This was all meant to draw 

attention to preventing and combating the 
phenomena of domestic violence and gen-
der-based violence, given that there are pre-
conceptions and stereotypes in the society, 
that hinder the harmonious development of 
such efforts.

The event pursued raising awareness 
about a different way of thinking and behav-
ing. ‘Different Models. Different speeches’ 
took place in the context of the Internation-
al Campaign ‘16 Days of Activism against 
Gender Violence’ – held every year be-
tween 25 November and 10 December.
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FirST inTernaTional conFerence on DomeSTic violence

The first international conference on Preventing and 
combating violence against Women and girls and Domes-
tic violence, held at the end of the past year, was attended 
by 40 high-level speakers, international and national ex-
perts in these fields, donors, inspirational activists, people 
from the field of culture and by the mass-media. 

representatives of national authorities and of develop-
ment partners delivered speeches at the opening of the 
international conference on Preventing and combating 
violence against Women and girls and Domestic violence.

maia Sandu,  
President of the republic 
of moldova:
‘Combating violence against 
girls and women means more 
development opportunities for 
our country and for our society 
as a whole, because the more 
women have access to quality 
education, the more economi-
cally independent women can 
be, and the stronger our society 
can become.  There are many 
brave women in Moldova who 
managed to become successful 
in a range of different fields. I 

am glad that Moldova has final-
ly ratified the Istanbul Conven-
tion, which is an excellent step 
forward and thus we will be able 
to make its worth more visible 
once it is implemented.

Katarina Fried, 
ambassador of Sweden 
to moldova:

‘This conference is a great op-
portunity to celebrate the suc-
cesses achieved over the years, 
so that girls and women can 
fully exercise their rights and 
live in a society where violence 
is not tolerated. This conference 
is a good opportunity to discuss 
possible challenges and actions 
to end gender-based violence. 
I congratulate Moldova for rati-
fying the Istanbul Convention, 
a crucial pillar supporting the 
fight against violence. Sweden 
will continue to support state in-
stitutions, provide expertise and 
assistance, and encourage the 
involvement of girls and women 
in the economic, political and 

decision-making fields.’
A topic discussed for the first 

time at this conference was the 
national study analysing the 
cases of femicide, developed by 
the Women’s Law Centre, with 
Sweden’s support. This study 
was meant to help us figure out 
where the measures taken by 
the authorities are insufficient 
and what the law system could 
do to prevent femicide. 

The authors of this study – 
Diana Cheianu, sociologist, and 
Turcan Arina – lawyer, analysed 
the decisions pronounced in 50 
cases and conducted interviews 
with professionals in the field in 
their attempts to spot the gaps 
in the system. 

According to the data provid-
ed by the General Prosecutor’s 
Office, in most cases women are 
killed by their husbands or co-
habitants. Most frequently the 
cases of murder take place at 
home. The main factor in these 
tragedies is the concealment 
of violence. Most women have 
never sought help, and have 
ever reported to law enforce-
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ment bodies. Although 21 perpetrators were 
recorded with law enforcement bodies, this 
did not stop them from committing the crime. 
The punishments enforced on perpetrators 
did not deter their aggressive behaviour. 

The first International Conference on Pre-
venting and Combating Violence Against 
Women and Girls and Domestic Violence 
was organised by the National Coalition ‘Life 
Without Domestic Violence’, the Women’s 
Law Centre and the ‘La Strada Moldova’ In-
ternational Center, with the financial support 
of Sweden.

meDical examinerS have neW ToolS To aSSeSS 
caSeS oF DomeSTic violence

 „According to Vasile Șarpe, the head of the 
Centre for Forensic Medicine – ‘The Guidelines 
on the response of the Centre for Forensic Medi-
cine (CFM) to domestic violence cases, including 
cases of violence against women, is meant to 
help CFM medical examiners provide consistent 
quality medical examination services. The role of 
medical examination services in preventing and 
combating this type of violence and, ultimately, 
in ensuring that fundamental human rights are 
observed, which is the CFM mission – is incon-
testable.’

The Guidelines were circulated to about 70 
members of the CFM staff whose job duties are 
to examine cases of violence, including cases of 
domestic and gender-based violence, and are 
meant to be used as methodological directions 
for accurate and comprehensive assessments.

They were developed by Andrei Pădure, Head 
of the Analytical and Scientific Unit of the Cen-
tre for Forensic Medicine, and coordinated with 
the WLC, under the ‘Strengthening Efficiency 
and Access to Justice in Moldova’ Project, imple-
mented by the UNDP Moldova, with the financial 
support of Sweden.

medical examiners from moldova will be able to assess in fast and 
accurately the cases of domestic violence and gender-based violence. 
To make this work, guidelines were developed, describing all actions 
to be undertaken in victim-centered approaches.
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The journaliSTS Who TackleD DomeSTic violence Were given aWarD

The journalists Leanca Lașco-Rață from Mol-
dova 1, Felicia Creţu and Daniela Cuțu from the 
CU SENS media project, Natalia Munteanu from 
Gazeta de Chișinău, Mariana Ionel from the dis-
trict newspaper ‘Patria mea’ from Fălești, and 
Iuliana Volcova from BAS TV were the awardees of 
the contest ‘Journalists on domestic violence terri-
tory’. The awards ceremony was organized by the 
Women’s Law Centre (WLC) in partnership with 
the Independent Journalism Center from Moldo-
va, with the financial support of Sweden.

The contestants were awarded for their profes-
sionalism, journalistic fairness and objectivity in 
relation to subjects on domestic violence, which 
were diverse, with the issues being approached 
from several perspectives. ‘I kept reading over 
and over the materials submitted to the contest 
to comprehend the whole complexity of your ap-

proaches. We are glad that you joined our com-
munity that we can unite our efforts against do-
mestic violence, since this is not something that 
anyone can do. The more people are sensitized to 
the phenomenon of domestic violence, the soon-
er we will be able to achieve results, including by 
determining the state to invest in this field’, said 
mariana Buruiană, Women’s Law Centre CEO.

mariana Tabuncic, program manager at 
IJC, underscored that journalists   have an impor-
tant role to play in preventing domestic violence, 
because through their work – they are often the 
ones who contribute to the formation of public 
opinion. ‘Our society certainly needs positive ex-
amples that show that things can be done differ-
ently, without accepting violence, without toler-
ating it and, most importantly, without giving up. 
Positive examples of one saying NO and starting 

over can serve as happy stories for other women 
in similar situations to be inspired by. And in this 
regard, the voice of journalists weighs heavy. We 
remain unyieldingly convinced that accurate, 
fair and, most importantly, solution-oriented 
journalism in the field of combating violence is 
of critical importance in reducing the level of do-
mestic violence.’ said Mariana Tabuncic.

The 19 pieces submitted for the contest ad-
dressed a range of issues related to the phe-
nomenon of domestic violence: victims’ success 
stories, their rehabilitation process, while also 
looking at the stories of perpetrators, at gaps 
and shortcomings in the system, calling atten-
tion to the importance of ratifying the Istanbul 
Convention, to gender stereotypes and gender 
bias.
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The ouTcomeS oF imPulS ProjecTS  

Four beneficiaries of the imPulS Small grants Program completed in 2021 
their work planned for their projects that were implemented with the support 
of the Women’s law centre, financially supported by Sweden. andrei Pădure, 
alexandra martînenco, vadim Țărnă and mariana carabanov each lent a helping 
hand to changing the mindset and attitudes around the prevention of gender-
based violence and domestic violence. 

andrei Pădure
The project ‘Methodological support for 

trainers training doctors for a more effective 
response to cases of domestic and gender-
based violence’ under the IMPULS Small 
Grants Program ended with a ToT for the 
Department of Forensic Medicine of ‘Nicolae 
Testemițanu’ SUMP. The participants went 
through the content of the methodological 
guidelines developed under this project, and 
engaged in thorough discussions about their 

application and about the best practices in 
the field. The purpose of the training was to 
make the trainers familiar with all the tools 
that come along with the methodological 
guidelines, meant to support their consistent 
and accurate application in the course of 
the same name. The trainees were also intro-
duced to another project output to be used 
for that course – the didactic film ‘Sexual  
Consent’.

alexandra martînenco
Alexandra Martînenco has successfully 

completed the implementation of the project 
dedicated to women’s rights and legal meas-
ures of protection against domestic violence. 
In 2021, about 60 women from Tiraspol and 
Bender had the opportunity to upgrade their 
knowledge about protection measures in 
cases of domestic violence, as well as to dis-
cuss about economic empowerment oppor-
tunities. In their last meeting, they learned 
more about how physical health affects a 
woman’s mental state. The participants en-
gaged in discussions and asked the ques-
tions and even came up with the initiative to 
organise more such meetings. 
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mariana Carabanov  
A proportion of 43% of the participants in 

the study ‘Perceptions of sexual harassment 
among women police officers’ believe that 
the most effective way to prevent sexual har-
assment is to sensitize police officers to the 
phenomenon of sexual harassment.

Prompted by this finding, Mariana Cara-
banov began developing a course support 
material to be used by gender units, by the 
members of the gender coordinating group, 
and by staff in charge of professional train-
ing, as part of awareness-raising actions 
dedicated to preventing sexual harassment.

Mariana Carabanov: ‘Every employee 
who reads this course support material, re-
gardless of their position or rank, will cer-
tainly find the answers to questions, such as: 
What is sexual harassment/sex-based har-

assment? How to recognise sexual harass-
ment and what are its causes? What are the 
forms of sexual harassment? Consequences 
and costs of sexual harassment. We tried to 
include useful, up-to-date information and 
solutions on what one can do to prevent such 
situations.’

Vadim Țărnă
The President of the National Association 

of Social Experts and Workers of Moldova 
concluded the project with two training ses-
sions for social workers and specialists from 
the Florești Social Assistance and Family Pro-
tection Division and for the staff of the Fam-
ily Doctors Center from Florești, thus giving 
the participants the opportunity to enrich 

their knowledge in the field of prevention and 
response to cases of gender-based violence.

They discussed about changing social at-
titudes towards gender-based violence and 
about the complexity of this phenomenon. 
The participants strengthened their team-
work skills and learned how to make better 
use of the available tools when it comes to 
dealing with victims and perpetrators. 

The project ‘Empowering community 
stakeholders to prevent and combat gender-
based violence in Moldova’ helped build the 
capacity of community social workers in 
Glodeni, Ștefan Vodă, Bălți and Florești dis-
tricts in pursuit of preventing and combating 
gender-based violence.  
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young PeoPle involveD in PrevenTing genDer-baSeD violence

At the beginning of the year we start-
ed reaping the benefits of the good work 
done by young people who participated 
in the Social Hub 2021 program. Briceni, 
Orhei, Hîncești, Ștefan Vodă, Sîngera and 
Chișinău are only some of the places where 
our young people organised and engaged 
in debates, discussions and awareness-rais-
ing activities alongside their peers, tackling 
gender stereotypes and domestic violence.

In this endeavour, they were guided and 
supported by teachers, specialists in the 
field and local initiative groups. While it 
was for the first time that some of them par-
ticipated in planning and organising such 
activities, others had the opportunity to fur-
ther hone their skills. All the young people 
were united, though, by the enthusiasm to 
be part of something and to contribute to 
changes in the society. 

SOCIAL HUB is a platform for young peo-
ple, launched by WLC in 2020, where they 
get to talk, share their views and their expe-
rience of action taken in their communities 
to prevent gender-based violence, domes-
tic violence and gender stereotypes. Social 
Hub is an initiative is financially supported 
by Sweden.
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librarianS involveD in DomeSTic violence PrevenTion
young people and adults, friends, 
families and communities engaged 
in interactive activities focused 
on preventing domestic violence, 
alongside awareness-raising ef-
forts, in a number of districts 
across the country. librarians from 
Zăicana (criuleni), obreja veche 
(Fălești), crihana veche (cahul), 
gura galbenei (cahul), Sărătenii 
vechi, Soroca, ceadîr-lunga, com-
rat and Taraclia engaged with par-
ticipants in discussions about the 
forms of domestic violence, about 
how to recognize an abusive rela-
tionship, what specialists one can 
seek the support of, and what ser-
vices exist where they live, as well 
as at national level. 

Alongside other specialists, such 
as police officers, psychologists and 

social workers, they explained to 
women what domestic violence is, 
how they can realise if they are in an 
abusive relationship, what support 
women who experience it can receive. 
The participants improvised situa-
tions, discussed topics they were 
concerned with and learnt about the 
information support they can receive 
if they go to the library. 

In each of those settlements, a 
special place was designed dedicat-
ed to domestic violence prevention, 
with topical, illustrative and acces-
sible information for every visitor to 
read. 

The purpose of such activities is 
to turn libraries into a community re-
source for domestic violence victims. 

‘I have personal reasons that 
made me join these activities. About 
10-11 ago I was a victim of domestic 

violence too. I have been humiliated, 
hit, isolated from the society. I did 
not know what to do back then. Now 
I realise I was a victim of all forms of 
domestic violence. Now I know where 
to seek help.’ 

The purpose of such activities is 

to turn libraries into a community  
resource for domestic violence vic-
tims. These activities are carried out 
with the support of the WLC, in part-
nership with the Association of Librar-
ians of of Moldova, with financial 
support from Sweden.  
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In October 2021, Moldova ratified the Coun-
cil of Europe Convention on Preventing and 

Combating Violence Against Women and 
Domestic Violence. The decision to this end 
was made in a meeting held on 14 October. 
By ratifying the Convention, the Moldovan 
authorities undertook to ensure that violence 
against women is properly punished, that 
resources are allocated to ensure the opera-
tion of crisis centers for victims of violence, 
that hotlines are available around the clock, 
that shelters for victims of gender-based vio-
lence are established, that psychological 
and legal aid as well as other measures are 
in place.

The Istanbul Convention has been ratified by 
34 member states of the Council of Europe, 
Moldova being the 35th state to ratify it.

Violeta Andriuță, lawyer at the Women’s 
Law Center, participated in the training 

‘Combatting violence against women and 
domestic violence by supporting the imple-
mentation of judgments of the European 
Court of Human Rights’, where she talked 
about her experience and professional prac-
tices. This training was organised by the Eu-
ropean Implementation Network (EIN).  

This training is a key element of an EIN pro-
ject supported by the Permanent Represen-
tation of Luxembourg to the Council of Eu-
rope.  The project aims at providing support 
to organisations in the field, to ensure that 
they can effectively contribute to the ECHR 
implementation monitoring system.

The partnership with the Association of Li-
brarians of Moldova is about communities 

that engage actively in domestic violence 
prevention. At the end of last year, we were 
delighted to be there with the National Li-
brary of Moldova at the inauguration of the 
information space that is meant to contrib-
ute to building knowledge and awareness 
around the seriousness of domestic violence. 
We were also glad to have signed a Collab-
oration Agreement meant to represent the 
foundation for future wonderful and useful 
initiativ.  
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Around 100 women from 5 districts will learn more 
about their rights and about available services in 

terms of employment, economic empowerment, coun-
selling, training and mentoring.  Women’s Law Centre 
and the National Platform of Women in Moldova are to 
develop 5 economic empowerment programs adjusted 
to the context of every district. The programs will be 
based on beneficiaries’ needs and on the local infra-
structure: business incubators, vocational education 
institutions, centres for women, NGOs, social and eco-
nomic services. The activities will be carried out togeth-
er with the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, the 
National Employment Agency, the Organization for the 
Development of the Small and Medium-Seized Enter-
prises Sector and the local authorities from 5 districts. 

The economic empowerment project is implemented in 
partnership with UN Women Moldova, with financial 
support from Sweden.

Moldovan paralegals attended mentoring sessions that improved their knowl-
edge and enabled them to provide quality support to women who experience 

domestic violence. They discussed:
	 the importance of a common vision with regards to this issue;
	 the legislation of Moldova in the field of domestic violence;
	 the peculiarities of response in crisis situations;
	 the dynamics of the relationship between victims and perpetrators
	 the package of essential services for domestic violence victims.
At the next stage, the participants the participants will be guided by lawyers on how 
to provide a coordinated response and improve their primary legal aid for girls and 
women who experienced domestic and gender-based violence. The activities were 
organised by the Women’s Law Centre in partnership with the National Association 
of Paralegals of Moldova, under the ‘Capacity building of the justice sector repre-
sentatives in the efficient application of domestic violence legislation’ project, with 
the support of UN Women Moldova and Sweden.
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From 1 January to 31 Decem-
ber 2021, 859 victims of domes-
tic violence were provided spe-
cialised services. Because of the 
nationwide epidemiological situ-
ation due to COVID-19 pandemic, 
most of the victims were coun-
selled by phone or online. 

Of the total number of benefi-
ciaries, 522 of the victims are 
from the urban area, and 337 
– from the rural area.  Most of 
the time support seekers are 35-44 
years old, followed by the 25-34 
and the 65+ age categories.

Peculiarities of domestic 
violence

The situation of domestic vio-
lence was assessed on the basis 
of a specialized assessment ques-
tionnaire filled in by 726 victims, 
having also established the type 
of violence they experienced. The 
assessment revealed that in 512 
cases the beneficiaries were vic-
tims of some combined forms of 
violence and only in 214 cases 
there was only one form of vio-

lence experienced by the victim 
at the hands of the perpetrator.

The victims experience the fol-
lowing at the hands of their per-
petrators: enforcing one’s will or 
personal control, causing tension 
and mental suffering through 
offences, ridicule, swearing, in-
sulting, nicknames, blackmail, 
demonstrative destruction of ob-
jects, verbal threats, ostentatious 
display of weapons or hitting of 
domestic animals; neglect; in-
volvement in personal life; acts 
of jealousy; imposing solitary 
confinement through detention, 
including in the family home; iso-
lation from family, community, 
friends; prohibition of profes-

sional achievement, prohibition 
of attending the educational in-
stitution; dispossession of iden-
tity documents; intentional dep-
rivation of access to information; 
other actions with similar effect;

In 75% of all registered appli-
cations, victims complained being 
subjected to aggression by their 
intimate partners (cohabitants, 
husbands, former husbands or 
former cohabitants). 

Counselling and economic 
empowerment

In 2021, 12 victims benefited of 
economic empowerment. The vo-
cational councillor identified the 
vocational needs of each ben-

eficiary. Thus, 7 people benefited 
of vocational education trainings 
(psychologist / psychotherapist, 
confectioner, nail artist). They 
were bought the needed equip-
ment and devices (laptop, nail 
artistry equipment, professional 
clothing for massage, cooking 
equipment). Three people ben-
efited from technical support for 
hand-made products and works 
(manufacturing wax candles, 
painting paintings on canvas, 
embroidery machine). Twenty-six 
victims were also counselled on 
the vocational segment, identi-
fied a job or sources of improv-
ing professional skills.
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WhO arE WE? 
WOmEN’S LaW CENTrE (WLC) is a  
non-governmental organisation founded by a group 
of women-lawyers from Moldova. WLC advocates for 
equality between women and men in the public and 
family life and helps prevent and combat domestic 
violence and gender-based violence against women. 

CONTaCT INFO: 

M. Kogalniceanu street, nr. 76

MD 2009, Chișinău, 

Republic of Moldova 

Tel/fax (+373) 22 811 999 

Mobile: (+373) 68 855 050

Legal counselling – 080080000 (free call)
 

guvernul 
republicii moldova

ParTNErS:

This newsletter is Founded by Sweden and OAK Foundation

Eleven occupational therapy workshops were organ-
ised, attended by a total of 50 victims. Each workshop 
had a certain topic: Scurb booking, art quilling, manu-
facturing of clay objects, manufacturing of woolen items.

Damage collected
While representing the interests of domestic violence 

victims, the lawyers filed civil claims for compensation 
for pecuniary and non-pecuniary damage in criminal 
cases. In this respect, according to court judgments on 
the cases represented by WLC lawyers, the total amount 
obtained for compensation for non-pecuniary damage is 
MDL 252,315.


